
LONGFORD  MUNICIPAL DISTRICT
Minutes of Meeting of Longford Municipal District held in the Sports Hall, Leisure Centre, Albert Reynolds Peace Park, Longford on Wednesday, 24th June 2020 at 
3.00 p.m.

CATHAOIRLEACH:
Councillor Seamus Butler

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors – John Browne, Gerry Hagan, 

Martin Monaghan, Peggy Nolan, Gerry Warnock and    

Uruemu Adejinmi.  
IN ATTENDANCE: 

Mr. John McKeon, Director of Services/Head of Finance.





Mr. Mark McNerney, Administrative Officer





Mr. Eamon Bennett, Senior Executive Engineer.





Mr. Con Diffley, T.I.I. Liaison Officer.
MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Anne Lee

ADOPTION OF MINUTES  -  circulated.

On the proposal of Councillor J. Browne seconded by Councillor G. Hagan, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the Minutes of Longford Municipal District Meeting held on the 27th May 2020.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.
None
DECLARATION OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS.

Noted.
MANAGEMENT REPORT -   Circulated.
Management Report, as circulated, was noted by the members.

National Road Projects – report circulated.

Con Diffley briefed the members on National Road Projects and replied to queries raised by the members. 

TAKING IN CHARGE OF ROADS AT MASTERTECH INDUSTRIAL ESTATE.

On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Butler seconded by Councillor Gerry Warnock, it was unanimously agreed to the taking in charge of Roads at Mastertech Industrial Estate, as per report and map circulated with Agenda for meeting. 

LICENSING OF STREET FURNITURE IN THE VICINITY OF HOSPITALITY RELATED PREMISES.
J. McKeon briefed the members regarding the Licensing of Street Furniture in the Vicinity of Hospitality Related Premises during the Covid-19 Pandemic.

He stated that each applicant will be required to submit an application for a Section 254 Licence in accordance with Planning & Development Act 2000 (as amended) and Planning & Development Regulations 2001 (as amended).
2020 COMMUNITY GRANT SUPPORT SCHEME- ST. MEL’S MUSICAL SOCIETY 

Correspondence circulated.
On the proposal of Councillor P. Nolan seconded by Councillor S. Butler, it was unanimously agreed that €3,000.00 be allocated to St. Mel’s Musical Society from the 2020 Community Grant Support Scheme.
RE-COMMENCEMENT OF PAID PARKING IN LONGFORD TOWN – 
Report circulated. 
Draft Report prepared regarding the re-commencement of Paid Parking in Longford Town was considered by the Members.

The Members approved the following plan to reintroduce parking enforcement in Longford Town on a phased basis commencing on 1st July 2020-

Phase 1 Period from 1st July to 31st August 2020

 Traffic Wardens to patrol their normal beat and issue fixed charge notices for the following Traffic offences;

· Parking on double yellow line

· Parking on single yellow line (business hours 08.30-18.30)

· Parking on footpath/Footway

· Parking in Taxi Rank

· Parking in Bus Stop

· Parking in Loading bay (non commercial Vehicles)

· Double parking or parking in a manner to cause an obstruction

· Parking in disabled parking bays without valid disabled parking  permit

· Non display of valid Motor Tax Disc

During this period (1st July to 31st August 2020) there will be 2 hours free parking/graceperiod on street and in all off street car parks. If parking for a longer period the vehicle must display a valid parking ticket. The Traffic Wardens will be issuing fines where parking tickets are not displayed after expiry of the grace period.

This will apply from Monday to Saturday. Parking is free on Sunday.

Notices will be placed on parking machines.
 Phase 2 Period from 1st September on wards

 In addition to the above offences Traffic Wardens will issue Fines under the County Council’s Parking Bye Laws

·  Non display of valid parking ticket Monday to Saturday from 8:30 to 18:30

Health & Safety

The members were informed that  Under Covid – 19 Health & Safety guidelines the Traffic Wardens will be provided with appropriate PPE.

Body-worn CCTV cameras will also be issued to the Traffic Wardens for the sole purpose of protecting their personal safety in the event of conflict situations in the course of executing their duties. The use of the cameras will be in full compliance with GDPR legislation.

NOTICES OF MOTIONS,
St. Mel’s College Boundary Ditch.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor J. Browne and seconded by Councillor G. Hagan      -

“St. Mels College boundary ditch along the Ballinalee Road is overgrown, unsightly and obstructing the view into the college grounds.   I call on Longford County to consider availing of funding under the Town and Village Renewal Scheme, so as the tidy up the ditch, remove debris, replant the gaps, and leave uniform.”
E Bennett stated that Longford Municipal District staff will carry out the necessary works subject to the availability of funds.   The work will be carried out when ground and weather conditions are favourable.

Sanitising of Streets.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor U. Adejinmi and seconded by Councillor M. Monaghan -

“I call on the County Council to give the streets in the town centre a deep clean - power wash the streets and shop entrances. This will give the town a fresh, clean & inviting look for customers post Covid and help to sanitise the surroundings.

A concerted effort should also be made by the Council to ensure all local businesses become involved in maintaining shop/house fronts.”

Deep Clean of Streets

It was agreed that Councillor Adejinmi’s Motion be referred to the Tidy Towns Committee for consideration.

Maintenance of shop fronts.

J. McKeon referred to the addendum to the Business Incentive Scheme whereby 50% of qualifying expenditure up to a maximum of €700.00  can be allocated for physical improvements to business premises with terms and conditions applying. 
Street Markings

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor U. Adejinmi and seconded by Councillor        -

“I call on the County Council to facilitate street markings in front of business entrances and ATMs on the town’s main streets. This will help encourage social distancing and for uniform markings across town”
It was agreed that Councillor Adejinmi’s Motion be referred to the Chamber of Commerce for consideration.

Junction  - Ballymakeegan exiting on to Lisduff Hill. 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Monaghan and seconded by Councillor S. Butler      -


“To examine the junction coming from Ballymakeegan exiting on to Lisduff Hill. 

To upgrade road markings and signage. The junction has seen serious accidents in the last few years.”
E. Bennett stated that he inspected  this site. The junction is a crossroads where the road from Campbell’s Lane meets the Ferefad walk road.   The existing junction is not well defined and the advanced road signage is limited.   Also, the sight distance on road L–70081 at this junction is only 25m approximately.   This issue will be referred to Road Design for a Low-Cost Safety Scheme as the junction is extremely dangerous.  In the meantime, the road signage will be improved on the approach roads to this junction and the road markings at the junction.
Road from Briskill Cross to Cloontagh.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Monaghan and seconded by Councillor S. Butler - 
“Could we look at doing the Road from Briskill Cross to Cloontagh as this road is in terrible condition.   There is  a lady who is blind and cannot get a Guide Dog approved until the road surface is done as it is a trip hazard as it stands.”
It was unanimously agreed that €30,000.00 be transferred from Blind Mans Walk Roadworks  to L–5023 in Cloontagh.  
A.O.B. 
Public Lighting at Lisbrack.
Councillor P. Nolan proposed and Councillor M. Monaghan seconded that the process to take the road in charge commence in order for public lighting to be installed at this location. 

“Black Lives Matter”  Public Event 
Councillor Adejinmi acknowledged the support of the Councillors at “Black Lives Matter” event held in Longford recently.
This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: ____________________
 Anne Lee,

            Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Longford Municipal District Meeting held on the 
22nd July 2020.
Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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